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April’s Meeting: At April’s meeting, Petra H. gave a presentation on edible flowers for parrots.  The text of her presentation can be found on the EPPA website under “Meetings.”  The parrot of the month was Belle, the umbrella Cockatoo, who belongs to Alice B. Many thanks to Petra for her presentation and to Alice for bringing Belle!
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May’s Meeting: At May’s meeting, Jessie Z. gave a presentation on interpreting parrot behaviour. The parrot of the month was Ripley, the red-lored Amazon, who belongs to Jessie Z and Quentin F. The text of the presentation is available on the website. Ripley is pictured below playing in her lilac bush:
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Websites: To learn more about umbrella Cockatoos or red-lored Amazons, visit these websites:   

www.theumbrellacockatoo.com/
www.birdsnways.com/cockatoo/umb.htm
www.centralpets.com/animals/birds/parrots/prt4304.html

June Meeting: Every June, instead of a meeting, there is a picnic. This year it was on June 12 and it was held at Petra’s place.

July and August Meetings: There is no meeting in July, and August’s meeting is on Wednesday, Aug. 24th at the Muttart Conservatory. The activity is to be announced and the parrot of the month will be Kiwi, the Hahn’s mini-macaw, who belongs to Linda and Vic L.

Muttart Conservatory Show: Many thanks to everyone who brought their parrots to the show at the Muttart conservatory May 30th! The show went well and a there was a nice variety of parrots there from little budgies and parrotlets to cockatoos and macaws.  

Thanks also to everyone who donated items for the raffle or to sell at the show (sorry if I forgot anyone!): 

Businesses: Hagen, Delton Veterinary Clinic, Riverbend Veterinary Clinic, Trident Wholesale, Crestwood Veterinary Clinic, Petsmart, HealthGene.

EPPA Members: Vic and Linda L., Deb B., Janey R., Petra H., Alice B., and Nancy N & Don W. 

G & E Pharmacy also donated $75.

Thanks also to David and Louise (and their friendly and patient Meyer’s parrot and greenwing Macaw) for running the “have your picture taken with a parrot” table and to 

Petra H., Janie R., Linda L., Nancy N., and Ed and Lori D. for helping with running the raffle table or for selling items.  Linda L. also did a lot of work soliciting for donations for the raffle table. Thanks!

Upcoming Event: We will be having an information table to promote our club at the Canadian National Cage Bird Show on October 15-16.  Volunteers will be needed to bring their parrots.

Club Dues:  Here is a reminder that club fees are due soon in August (or September if you can’t make the August meeting).  They are $27 for a family and $22 for a single person. Thanks!

Welcome to New Members:

Michele D. & Family

Cindy R. & Family

Marsh F.

Lotte L

Karen O.

Welcome to the Club!

Fisher Award: The Fisher award is an annual

award given to a club member (not a member of the executive) who has made the biggest 

contribution to our association with respect to: hours of service, dedication, loyalty, initiative, diplomacy and compassion in the past year.

(since August 2004). The recipient of the award

is voted on by club members. The award is presented at the June picnic.

This year the winner of the award was David Walden. David has helped the club by promoting us on television spots on both Global and A-channel, bringing parrots to shows, leading an activity on toy making (boings) and driving people to meetings and shows. Congratulations to David!

Website: If you would like to see your parrot(s) on the “our flock section of the website, E-mail a digital photo to Louise. If you don’t have a scanner or digital camera, bring a photo to a meeting, and Jessie can scan it for you.

Recipe: (Submitted by Linda L.)

Sweet Potato Chips

1) Preheat oven to 400 to 450 F.

2) Peel a large sweet potato and chop into strips (like french fries). Rinse.

3) Shake in a bag with a mixture of cornmeal flour and a few shakes of cayenne pepper.

4) Bake for 30 minutes, turning halfway.

5) Mix cornmeal flour, crushed red pepper (I use flakes), sesame seeds, one egg and enough water to get a batter-like consistency. Dip the chips into this.

6) On the top of the stove, warm  in a frypan some oil and cook the batter dipped fries at medium heat for a couple minutes, turning once. 

7) Drain on paper towels and serve. 

Websites (Submitted by Lois S.)

http://www.birdtricks.com/ 

-How to teach your bird a variety of tricks.

http://www.petmedicinechest.com/avian/Default.asp 

-Health tips for parrots.


Parrot Learns Concept of Zero: Alex, a 28 year old Congo African grey parrot has learned the concept of zero, which most humans don’t learn until age three or four.  He uses the word “none” to indicate an absence of quantity.  If presented with a tray with no items and if asked how many there are, he will say “none.”  He first demonstrated that he knew the concept of “none” when presented with a tray containing sets of four, three and six objects. Each set contained a different colour. He was asked “what colour five?” meaning what colour is the group of five objects? Since there was no set of five, he answered “none.”


Alex has also learned to identify colours, shapes, and several objects and foods. He can also count up to six. Dr. Irene Pepperburg has trained him and they are currently at Brandeis University in Massachusetts. They have demonstrated that parrots can be taught to use words in proper context and are not always mere mimics.

Source: www.primidi.com/2005/07/09.html
Kakapo Breeding Recovery:  After three years of no breeding success, three kakapo (Kakapo habroptilus) chicks have hatched this year and four more are expected to.  This brings the total population of this critically endangered parrot to eighty-six. 


The kakapo is native to New Zealand, and it is the world’s heaviest parrot, and it is also the world’s only completely flightless parrot.  They lost the ability to fly because New Zealand has no natural terrestrial predators. When cats were introduced to the island, the kakapo population declined dramatically.  The last kakapo have now been placed on islands free of introduced mammalian predators.  


This year was a successful one for the kakapo, despite


The breeding success occurred despite a poor season for most of the fruits the kakapo eat. Researchers fed the kakapo supplementary walnuts and pine cones.

Source: Parrots Magazine, July 2005.
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Above: Three kakapo chicks (one is very well hidden!) Photo from the kakapo recovery website, http://www.kakaporecovery.org.nz/
Parrotlets “Name” Each Other: A recent study has found evidence that wild spectacled parrotlets (Forpus conspicillatus) have specific calls that they use to call to a particular bird.  Audio recordings were made of 17 birds from 5 families. In one example, a male bird used a specific call to summon his mate, but he used different calls for each of his offspring.

 "We have shown that they use specific calls that only refer to the individual in question," said Ralf Wanker, lead author of the study. "To my knowledge it is the first time that labeling or naming is described for animals in this way."

Source: http://dsc.discovery.com/news/briefs/20050711/birdname.html




There are over 330 parrot species, all of which are placed in the scientific group (order) Psittaciformes. This group is further subdivided into a few families. Most parrots are in the family Psittacidae, which contains Amazons, African greys, conures, macaws, and many others. The family Cacatuidae contains the cockatoos and the cockatiel.


Like all parrots, members of the Cacatuidae have large, hook-shaped bills and zygodactyl feet (two toes point forward, and two point backward). The cockatoos and cockatiel differ from other parrots in having a mobile crest of feathers on their heads and in lacking the tiny structures in the feathers that gives other parrots their green or blue colours.  Most cockatoos are mainly white, black or pink, and wild cockatiels are grey and white with orange and yellow face markings.  In many species, the adult females have light-brown or rust-colored irises and the adult males have dark brown to black irises. There are a total of 21 species in the family Cacatuidae, although this number can vary depending on whether a certain type of cockatoo is placed as a species or a subspecies. Cockatoos can be found in Australia and nearby islands, including Indonesia, New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and the Philippines.


Taking on a cockatoo as a pet is a major commitment, as the larger species have lifespans that approach that of most humans. Even the smaller cockatoos, such as the Goffin’s, can live to be 50+ years old with good care.  Cockatoos are medium to large sized birds. The common pet Cockatoos range in size from 11-13 inches tall (Goffin’s) to 20 inches (Moluccan).  Cockatiels are smaller birds and they can live to be 15 to 25 years.


Cockatoos are very high-maintenance pets, as they are very intelligent, emotional, active birds. As pets, cockatoos are often very affectionate (especially to their owners), but this means that one will need several hours out of its cage each day to interact with its people.  A cage for a cockatoo should be as large as possible, because these can be very active birds.  Cages should also be well stocked with a variety of toys, and it’s not a bad idea to “rotate” several different toys so the bird often has something different to play with.  Cockatoos are very intelligent parrots, so they can get bored easily and are prone to feather destruction. Since cockatoos have very strong beaks and often like to chew, toys will often have to be replaced quite frequently.  Many cockatoos will use their strong beaks on furniture and other things, especially if no toys are available. They are most likely to do this during the breeding season, as cockatoos (like almost all parrots) use hollow tree cavities as nests. They instinctually will chew out nesting areas, and some will chew up furniture or walls to make a “nest.”
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Above: A Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo.

Unlike many other parrots, cockatoos do not produce preen gland oil.  They do, however, have what are called “powder down” feathers. These feathers break down into a very fine powder that coats the feathers and keeps them clean. So, cockatoos often leave a talcum-like power everywhere. Some people are allergic to this powder.  


Cockatoos are among the noisiest of the parrots.  In particular, the Moluccan cockatoo is one of the loudest birds on earth with calls that can reach 120-130 decibels.  This can make cockatoos inappropriate for people in apartments or people who like a quiet household.  Some cockatoos are only very noisy at certain times of the day, such as dawn and dusk, but others may scream more often, particularly if they are bored or lonely. Many just like using their powerful voices.  In the wild, cockatoos are very social, and they use their loud voices to keep in touch with their mate or flock. 
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Above: This is Sam, the lesser sulphur-crested cockatoo, who belongs to Bonnie & Herman.


In the wild, cockatoos eat a variety of nuts, fruits, seeds, and insects.  In Australia, flocks of rose-breasted cockatoos, corellas (bare-eyed or slender billed cockatoos), or sulphur-crested cockatoos often raid crop fields.  


Although this used to be common practice, a pet cockatoo should not be fed an all seed diet. Seeds do not provide all the nutrition that a cockatoo needs and they contain too much fat for a pet bird.  Seeds and nuts do make great treats for training, however. A good brand of parrot pellet will provide most of the nutrition a cockatoo needs.  This can be supplemented with a variety of fruits, vegetables, grains (such as brown rice or millet), and proteins (such as tofu, cooked egg or cooked lean meat).  Like most parrots, cockatoos can be messy when they eat, as they often drop or fling food everywhere.


Cockatoos are often described in books and magazines as being very sweet and cuddly. Indeed, most baby cockatoos are very cuddly birds that love to be petted and stroked.  If socialized well and given proper guidance, the can remain affectionate as adults as well. However, Mattie Sue Athan in Guide to Companion Parrot Behavior notes that cockatoos do need owners capable of setting limits and enforcing them, so the bird doesn’t become totally emotionally dependent on one person, and so it can amuse itself while not being held. Additionally, many mature adult cockatoos (about five or older) become more difficult to handle, especially during the breeding season. This is true of many parrots, since wild parrots must guard their nests, young and mate during breeding season in the wild. So, they become far more territorial, unpredictable and moody during this time, even in pet-situations.  

Cockatoos are generally not known for being great talkers the way African greys or Amazons are, but some individuals do learn to speak quite well.  Even if a cockatoo can’t talk, it can express itself in many other ways using its crest, body language and voice.  Cockatoos all have beautiful crests that they can raise dramatically if they are startled, excited, or interested in something. When relaxed and content, cockatoos often fluff their facial feathers over their beaks.  When particularly excited, cockatoos often “display” by raising their crests and swaying their heads or bobbing them up and down. Wild cockatoos do this to court each other. Many cockatoos (especially the Moluccans) also thump their feet on their perches.  This is often a display used to indicate that the bird considers the perch to be his (males do this more than females) territory.  Sometimes, particularly in pet birds, this display is more of a bluff than anything.

White cockatoos generally range in price from $1000-$4000, depending on the species and whether you get the bird from a breeder or pet store.  Cockatoos are not easy to breed, as males sometimes attack their mates, and chicks take a very long time to wean properly. The black cockatoos are far more expensive, often costing $10 000 or more but because they are so rare in captivity few breeders offer them as pets.  It is often possible to adopt “second-hand” cockatoos from parrot rescue organizations.  Cockatoos are often placed in rescues or sold through a classified ad after their owners discover how demanding they can be. For someone who can handle the challenge of owning a cockatoo, adopting one can end up being a very rewarding experience.

Below are brief profiles of the most common pet cockatoos:

The Umbrella Cockatoo: Cacatua alba. This is probably the most popular pet cockatoo. Umbrella cockatoos are large birds (18 inches long) and are mostly white with some yellow shading under the wings and tail. They have large, white, umbrella-shaped crests. Beautiful! Umbrella cockatoos can be very friendly, and they are very active birds that need a lot of toys, exercise and attention.  I often see them referred to as “Velcro birds” – they often act like they’d like to be attached to their owners! They can become feather pluckers or screamers if not given enough stimulation and attention. In the wild, they live on the northern Moluccan islands of Indonesia.

The Moluccan Cockatoo: Cacatua mollucensis. These are very large birds (20+ inches long – largest of the white cockatoos) and are white with salmon-pink crest feathers, pinkish flight feathers and orange-pink shading under the tail.  The striking, regal Moluccan cockatoo is definitely a “look before you leap” type of bird, as they are among the most difficult of all pet parrot species to keep as a companion. Potential owners should research this species well before taking one on.  Unfortunately, they are prone to feather destruction if they do not get enough attention, and some become problem screamers. Moluccans are extremely intelligent, beautiful parrots, and they can become very devoted to their owner(s).  In the wild, they can be found on the islands of Seram, Saparua, and Haruku in southern Indonesia. Sadly, they are considered endangered in the wild.
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Above: This is Yeti, the Moluccan cockatoo who belongs to Louise and David W.

Greater Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo: Cacatua galerita.  These large (~20 inch long) cockatoos are white with yellow crests and yellow shading under the wings.  They are somewhat rare in North America, but they are quite common where they occur in the wild in Australia. They are also found in New Guinea and the Aru islands of Indonesia.  They have also been introduced to New Zealand. In Australia they often occur in flocks containing hundreds of birds.  There are several subspecies: Cacatua galerita galerita, Cacatua galerita triton (Triton Cockatoo), Cacatua fitzroyi and Cacatua galerita elenora.  The last one is sometimes classified as a separate species, Cacatua elenora (Eleanora cockatoo). Tritons and Eleanoras are sometimes called medium sulphur-crested cockatoos.

[image: image7.jpg]



Lesser Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo: Cacatua sulphurea.  These smaller (13 inch long) cockatoos are white with yellow crests and some yellow shading elsewhere they and are native to Indonesia.  They are considered endangered in much of their range. The citron-crested cockatoo (Cacatua sulphurea citrinocristata) is a subspecies of lesser sulphur-crested cockatoo and they have deep yellow-orange crests.  

I often see sulphur-crested cockatoos described as being “quirky.” In Birds USA, and My Parrot, My Friend, they are described as being more independent than some other cockatoos. Of course, being cockatoos, they still need plenty of interaction and playtime each day.  Plenty of toys are a must for these acrobatic, smart birds.

Goffin’s Cockatoo: Cacatua goffini.  In Birds for Dummies, these little cockatoos (along with the bare-eyed cockatoos) are described as being the “hyperactive children” of the cockatoo world. These are very active, playful, smart birds and can be talented escape artists.  Because of their activity level, they need quite large cages relative to their size.  They are white with peach-colored feathers on the face and a yellow tinge to the tail.  They are the smallest of the cockatoos. They are native to southern Indonesia and are considered threatened due to illegal trapping for the pet trade and habitat destruction.

Bare-Eyed Cockatoo: Cacatua sanguinea. These are also called little corellas.  They resemble Goffin’s cockatoos but they have a bare patch of skin around their eyes. This is the cockatoo species that most often develop large vocabularies.  Like the Goffin’s, they are very active, playful parrots. They are native to Australia, where they often occur in huge flocks.  They sometime flock with rose-breasted cockatoos.  Unlike other cockatoos, males and females cannot be differentiated based on eye color.

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo: Cacatua leadbeatri.  These big parrots are white with pink heads and breasts. The crest is pink, red and yellow.  They are native to the deserts and grasslands of Australia.  They are very common in a few regions but overall are rare. They are uncommon in North America, and have a reputation for being difficult to keep as pets, although some people have kept them as companions successfully. They are reportedly not quite as affectionate as the other cockatoos.

Rose-Breasted Cockatoo: Eolophus roseicapillus.  These are striking pink birds with grey wings, back and tail. The crest, lores, forehead and nape are a lighter pink than the rest of the body.  In Australia, they are referred to as Galahs.  In A Guide to Companion Parrot Behavior, they are described as being rather high-energy, cautious birds, and that they are the least-loud of the cockatoos. This doesn’t mean that they are always quiet birds, though. In Australia, they are very common in many areas and are considered agricultural pests in much of their range.  In regions where they occur with Major Mitchell’s cockatoos, the two species sometimes hybridize.

Other less common species of white cockatoo include the blue-eyed cockatoo (Cacatua ophthalmica), the Philippine red-vented cockatoo (Cacatua haematuropygia), the Ducorp’s cockatoo (Cacatua dupcorpsii), the western corella (Cacatua pastinator) and the long-billed corella (Cacatua tenuirostris).

Black Cockatoos: There are also several species of black cockatoo. All of them are very rare in North America. There are six of them in the genus Calyptorhynchus, as well as the gang-gang cockatoo (Callocephalon fimbriatum), and the black palm cockatoo (Probosciger aterrimus).  The black-palm cockatoo is the largest of the cockatoos, and this species is found in Australia on the tip of the Cape York peninsula, and on New Guinea and the Aru Islands. They are one of a few animals that use tools in the wild. Males will often take a large stick and bang it on the tree their nest is in. This lets other cockatoos know that the nesting spot is taken. 
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Above: A black palm cockatoo.

As pets, cockatoos are certainly not for everyone.  Their need for attention, powerful voices, strong beaks and unpredictable nature make them too difficult for most pet owners. They are usually not suitable for apartments or people who are away from home very long hours each day. However, in the right home they can make quite rewarding, affectionate companions.  

Cockatiel: Nymphicus hollandicus. Cockatiels are basically miniature cockatoos, but they are less demanding to keep as pets. They, along with the budgie, are among the few companion birds that can be considered domesticated.  Cockatiels are native to the dry interior of Australia.  Cockatiels are sexually dimorphic, as the females have less brilliant facial markings than the males, although this difference isn’t apparent in all colors varieties.

Cockatiels can make great family birds, provided that the children are taught to handle the bird properly. Cockatiels are generally very gentle, friendly, good-tempered birds. This is particularly true of hand-fed birds.  Cockatiels can make fine apartment birds, as the volume of their calls isn’t overly loud.  However, most do love to whistle and chirp. Cockatiels only rarely learn to speak, but they can often be taught to whistle tunes.
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Above: Left: Korela, Right: Sidney. These cockatiels belong to Lea M. and Mike S.

In the wild, cockatiels eat a lot of grain and seed. As pets, they are prone to obesity so it is not best to feed a cockatiel only seeds. Pellets, veggies, and  fruits should be added to the diet as well. Most cockatiels will appreciate millet as a treat.  Female cockatiels are prone to excessive egg laying, even if they have no mate. If this happens, be sure your cockatiels gets enough calcium (such as in the form of a cuttlebone) to replace what’s been lost. 

Since cockatiels are prone to obesity, they should be provided with large cages so they can exercise.  A cockatiel should also be given some out of cage time daily, as most are friendly and like to be with their owners.  Some like to have a sleeping hut, but this encourages nesting behaviour and egg-laying in some females.   

Cockatiels can also be prone to what are called “night frights,” where the bird thrashes around his cage as though hewere having a nightmare. Providing the bird with a nightlight often eliminates this behaviour.

Cockatiels are available in a large number of colour variations including albino, lutino (white with colour on the head), cinnamon, pied, whiteface and more.

For More Information:
http://mytoos.com
http://www.parrothouse.com/sfbio.html
http://www.cockatiels.org/
Birds for Dummies by Gina Spadafori and Brian Speer.

Cockatiels for Dummies by Diane Grindol

Cockatoos in Aviculture by Rosemary Low.

Cockatoos: A Complete Owner’s Manual by Werner & Susanne Lantermann, Matthew Vriends, & Fritz W. Kohler.

Guide to Companion Parrot Behavior by Mattie Sue-Athan.

My Parrot, My Friend by Bonnie Munro Doane and Thomas Qualkinbush.

The Cockatiel Handbook by Matthew M.. Vriends and Michele Earle-Bridges.

About the Cover Bird: Pictured on the cover of this issue is Belle, the umbrella cockatoo.  Belle is a very outgoing, friendly parrot and she belongs to Alice B.

Photo Credits: The photos of the Major Mitchell’s cockatoo and the black palm cockatoo are from http://wallpapers.duble.com/free-wallpapers/free-animals-wallpapers/free-parrot-wallpapers/1-5.htm

Note: This article is from www.yourparrotplace.com  Articles from the website may be reprinted so long as the author is given credit.

 Of the "Big 3" behavior problems (screaming, plucking, and biting) biting is probably the one most feared and most caused by the bird's owner. All behavior problems have one thing in common - a bird who is not connecting appropriately with its family and receiving the proper guidance. It's often another displacement behavior, reinforced by improper handling techniques.

 Biting most often starts as a fear response. Birds are prey animals, not predators, and use their beaks for defense rarely, almost as a last resort in their natural setting in the wild. Like the other behavioral problems, inadvertent reinforcement quickly turns nips into a biting habit. Birds learn to bite in order to be left alone, returned to their cage or to their favorite person. A Senegal I know like to socialize with everyone he meets, then promptly shifts from being cute and cuddly to flesh-ripping, blood-drawing biting. His dad always steps in immediately to rescue the victim, so the bird has learned that biting is the fastest way to get back to his dad when he is out meeting new people.

 Birds are very empathetic and readily pick up on our emotions. If you approach a bird with fear and the certain felling you're going to get nailed, I guarantee you will!! It becomes a self fulfilling prophecy. Take a deep breath and approach the bird calmly and confidently, without hesitation. Birds always reach for everything beak first, and before stepping up they test the stability of the surface they're stepping onto. People who reach for a bird, then flinch and pull away once he approaches with his beak are asking to get bit. Like all interaction with parrots, trust is a major component in dealing with biting.

If I'm handling an aggressive bird or one I'm unsure of, I usually use a hand held perch before offering my flesh! You can also distract the bird by holding a small object in the other hand, or offering a wood block to chew on. Be sure you're not confusing "beaking" with biting. Baby birds, especially go through a "beaking" stage while learning how to use their beaks. This is the time to remind him "Gentle!" and let him know what's acceptable. Pushing your hand into the bird rather than pulling away will usually cause the bird to break his grip, although doing so goes against natural human behavior! "Wobbling" your hand prior to a bite can sometimes distract the bird and prevent the bite, but does no good once the bite is happening. Maintaining good eye contact is helpful, as the bird will then look at you, not at the "target" he's aiming for. 

 When you get bit, NEVER, strike the bird or throw him to the floor!! Aggression begets more aggression and increases fear, which intensified the desire to bite (Remember, it's often a FEAR response). Dropping or throwing the bird completely destroys trust. I know of Amazons who've never regained trust after being dropped once. Pointing and shaking your finger in your bird's face will usually invite a bite as well. Don't make your bird angry!

 Watching for signals can avoid some bites. If you bird starts eye flashing, tail fanning, puffing feathers, or with macaws, blushing, he may be becoming over-stimulated. Birds on shoulders are often more apt to bite, due to territoriality and dominance. When Amber's being aggressive or clamps down on my finger, I often hold her down low, close to my legs (again, not dropping her to the floor just to a more submissive spot), give her the "evil eye" (stern look) and say "Gently - No Bite!" Avoid prolonged "drama scenes" - it can reinforce the bird by providing a reward - it's fun to watch humans jump up and down, shake their hand, and go "Owww!!!" It's another case where you want to (almost) ignore the behavior. Do address it to let the bird know what's not acceptable, but as calmly and briefly as possible.

If the bird continues to bite, and is not calming down, you may want to return him to his cage or stand, but only after some de-escalation of behavior. If you immediately put him in "time out" you can teach him that's the way to be left alone, so let some time pass first, while providing guidance.

 A note on biting of the "significant human" - it's not uncommon for an agitated bird to bite its human "mate" when feeling frightened or overwhelmed - it seems puzzling, but if you look at natural behavior in the wild, you'll feel less hurt by your best friend's seemingly irrational response. If a bonded pair of birds is hanging out in the jungle and danger is near, the normal reaction is to fly away. If, however, your stubborn mate doesn't budge and flee the threat a parrot will peck or bite his mate trying to get him to fly off to safety. Amber took up biting me at times about a year ago when we were out in public. It was summer and we were going to all the music events at Waterfront Park, with lots of people and activity. Amber loves this, but gets uncomfortable around too many kids in the 6-8 year old age range. We were at one "oldies" concert that was full of kids, all of whom wanted to look at, talk to, and pet her. She was fine for awhile, then started to get burned out and overwhelmed. I tried to find a quiet spot for us to catch our breath when a drunk lady insisted on bringing her four kids up for hands-on interaction. I asked her to back off - that Amber was "on beak" she persisted and Amber laid my index finger wide open. She was merely trying to provoke me to get us both out of dodge - NOW! It finally dawned on me what was happening with Amber's biting episodes, which helped solve the problem.

 If your bird is going through a bitey stage, work with him regularly on trust building exercises. Be sure he's on a perch lower than your head - often waist high works best. So some "step-ups," "laddering" exercises and the towel game with lots of praise and positive reinforcement. Work for short periods so he doesn't get tired and cranky. If need be, use a neutral room at first to balance the odds. Sometimes, going back to square one is necessary to get back on track. Analyze the situation - is it hormonal? Is it late and the bird is tired? Has their been a major change around the house? Be patient and watch for warning signs. There's no point in working with a bird who's obviously in a bad mood or over-stimulated. Wait until the timing is better and he's settled down.

 Clients are often surprised that I don't just walk up to their bird the first time I meet him, stick my hand in the cage an step him up. I respect a bird's territory and want to allow both of us a chance to get acquainted first. Just because I make a living handling birds doesn't mean I'm fond of getting bitten!! Quite the contrary! So go slow, build trust, give praise and ask for professional help if need be. We don't need to shed blood to live with parrots!

Editor’s Note: If you have a bitey parrot, try finding a copy of “The Beak Book” by Sally Blanchard. It’s a whole book devoted on how to deal with parrots who bite.  

Member Classifieds

WINGS , FINS & PAWS

Looking after your pets when you can't.

Home visits may be arranged

Phone: 477-1566

Email: agweller@hotmail.com

DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY, RATES

Handfed quakers - soon ready to go

Contact Judy @ www.morningsunaviairies.com and go through her website which

is also listed on the EPPA links..

Hagen bird cage  (seagreen/white) with stand. Heavy guage wires; playpen top; bar spacing  about 3/4"; 34"H,33W,15D; 4 feeding stations but selling with two stainless bowls; slide out trays. Housed a Grey. Excellent condition. $175  obo. sas350@telus.net
    

Bird cage (blue/black) with stand. Suitable for one or more  small birds.  One large door, two small. 4 feeding stations. Slide  out tray. 33"H(59 with stand), 13D, 17W. Excellent condition. $50 obo  sas350@telus.net
   

BIRD  CAGE Round black bird cage with floor stand. Suitable for one  budgie/p'let/canary, two finch. 20"H (67"with stand),14W. Slide out tray  and two feeding cups. Stand has wrought iron base. $40 obo  sas350@telus.net
Submissions for Future Newsletters:  If you have a recipe, book review, website, article, parrot care tip, or anything else parrot related to submit for a future newsletter, please E-mail it to faiqm@telusplanet.net  Photos would be especially appreciated. If there is a topic you’d like to see addressed, please feel free to let us know! Don’t forget that members get to place classified ads for free. Previous newsletters can be found on the website, and the next newsletter will be in September.

Member Discounts:

The following merchants offer a discount to EPPA members. If you do not have a card, contact either Jessie or Louise.

10 % Discounts

Baker’s Aviaries Feed & Seed

9784 – 51st Ave  490-4434

Tiffany’s Décor On Whyte: 10135 Whyte avenue  434-2414

Champion’s Feed & Farm Supply: 13723 Manning Drive 406-2233

(5% off 25 lb bags and 10% off 50 lb bags of parrot food.)

10 % Discount on bird food

The Wild Bird Store: 4712 – 99 St  

439-7333

All PJ Pet stores offer 15% off bird supplies

P J’s Pet Centre: #337  – 3414 Gateway Blvd  436-7387, Phase III 1498 WEM  444-7387, 742 Kingsway Mall, 474-1700, L66 Londonderry Mall  472-7387

Superpet: 160 Mayfield Common   481-8000

�





Contacts:





Louise (President):  � HYPERLINK mailto:Louise@eppa.ca ��louise@eppa.ca�


Petra (Vice-President): � HYPERLINK "mailto:petra@eppa.ca" ��petra@eppa.ca�


Jessie (Secretary): � HYPERLINK "mailto:jessie@eppa.ca" ��jessie@eppa.ca�


Linda (Communications Director): � HYPERLINK "mailto:linda@eppa.ca" ��linda@eppa.ca�  


David (Website Chair): � HYPERLINK "mailto:david@eppa.ca" ��david@eppa.ca�


Quentin (Newsletter Chair): � HYPERLINK "mailto:quentin@eppa.ca" ��quentin@eppa.ca�  





Website Address:





http://www.eppa.ca 
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Club News


Past and Upcoming Meetings and Events





Left: This is Belle, a very friendly umbrella �cockatoo who was parrot of the month for April.





Parrots in the News


News items about Parrots around the Globe





The Cacatuidae Family of Parrots:


Cockatoos and the Cockatiel





Left: This is Skylar, the medium sulphur-crested cockatoo.





How to Deal with Biting Birds


By: Marilu Anderson
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